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“THEIR FOOLISH HEART WAS
DARKENED”

Larry Yarber

INTRODUCTION1

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imagina-
tions, and their foolish heart was darkened (Rom. 1:21).

Our study is entitled “Walk in the Light.” My assignment is to
discuss “Their Foolish Heart was Darkened” as it relates to our own
“Walk In the Light.” In so doing, we have been called upon to address
the following points.

1. Give the contextual setting of Romans 1:21.

2. Trace the steps man follows on his way to having a darkened
heart.

3. Relative to God and His will, explain that man has no excuse
for having a darkened heart.

4. Note that the worldly wise (intellectuals) are “foolish” and
have darkened hearts.

5. Show how foolish and darkened hearts have contributed to the
ruination of our society.

THE CONTEXTUAL SETTING OF ROMANS 1:21

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated
unto the gospel of God (Rom. 1:1).

To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus
Christ (Rom. 1:7).
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I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the
wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in me is, I am ready to
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also (Rom. 1:14-15).

There can be no doubt that Paul was/is the author of the Roman
letter and that this epistle was written to the church or Christians at
Rome. Scholars believe it was probably written from Corinth during
Paul’s third missionary journey.

This conclusion is reached from the following facts: (1) The
bearer of the letter was Phebe, an active member of the church
at Cenchrea, the seaport town of Corinth (16:1). (2) At the time
of writing, Paul was a guest of Gaius (16:23), whom he had
baptized at Corinth (1 Cor. 1:14). (3) He sends greetings also
from “Erastus, the treasurer of the city” (16:23). The way this is
mentioned points to “the city” as of considerable importance.
This would point to Corinth, and at Corinth we learn that Erastus
was left behind on Paul’s latest journey (2 Tim. 4:20).2

The church at Rome is believed to have been established by the
Roman citizens who were responsive to the teaching of the Gospel on
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-11). Paul had desired to visit the
brethren at Rome for quite sometime but, thus far, had been hindered
from doing so (Rom. 1:11; 15:22-24). His visit, at least in part, was to
impart some spiritual gifts unto them (Rom. 1:11). In his absence, and
before his visit, Paul pens his Roman letter to inform the brethren there
of his intentions and to provide a tentative time for his trip (Rom.
15:24-28).

In the first seventeen verses of Romans 1, Paul stresses the
importance and the need of the Gospel of Christ in the lives of all men
(Rom. 1:1-17). Without the Gospel of Christ, there is no salvation. He
stresses:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall
live by faith (Rom. 1:16-17).

In the following verses of this chapter, Paul presents the depraved
condition of those in the Gentile world, those who had rejected the
counsel of God to walk in their own wisdom (Rom.1:18-32). As a
result of going their own way, their moral depravity and sensual
behaviour was even more base than the brute beasts of the field who
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have no understanding at all. However, God’s condemnation of those
who choose to spurn His counsel was not limited to the Gentiles alone,
it was also extended toward the disobedient Jews. In the following two
chapters, Paul points out that the Jew was as prone to sin and judgment
as was the Gentile. Paul pens:

What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have
before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;
As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one (Rom. 3:9-
10).

But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but
obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, Tribulation and
anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first,
and also of the Gentile (Rom. 2:8-9)

For there is no respect of persons with God (Rom. 2:11).

There were times in the history of Israel when they too deserved to
be destroyed in judgment. This is clear from Paul saying: “And as
Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we
had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha” (Rom. 9:29).
For the elect’s sake then, and the future salvation afforded those in
Christ, God overlooked or postponed their judgment at that time. He
knew that later on these individuals, along with all mankind would be
held accountable for their actions in the final day of judgment. The
same was said of, and is true for, the Gentile world. Paul’s sermon to
the Athenians on Mars Hill addressed the same depravity of mankind
which is mentioned in the Roman letter (cf. Acts 17:22-31). Again, as
in the case of Israel mentioned above, God overlooked their sin or
judgment at that time knowing they would be held accountable later on
at the final Judgment Day. Speaking on Mars Hill, Paul told his
audience:

Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to
think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone,
graven by art and man's device. And the times of this ignorance
God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to
repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that
he hath raised him from the dead (Acts 17:29-31).

Before Christ and salvation entered into the world, God overlooked a
great deal of man’s wrong doing in order to make salvation possible
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through the blood of Jesus. Note, God did not overlook their sins, but
rather the immediate accountability for their sins.

For emphasis sake, let us again state the contextual setting of our
passage for this lecture (Rom. 1:21). Paul was illustrating to the
Christians at Rome, both Jew and Gentile, the moral depravity of man
when he departs from the way of God to walk after his own counsel. He
writes these things in order to exhort and encourage those at Rome, as
well as those of all generations, to obey and abide in the teachings of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

HOW DOES MAN OBTAIN A DARKENED HEART?

A darkened heart is the result of ignorance and/or the willful
neglect of God’s Word. Either condition will lead to the same result.
God, speaking through Hosea, said:

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou
hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be
no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I
will also forget thy children (Hos. 4:6).

Notice how the willful neglect of one generation can lead to
ignorant neglect on the part of subsequent generation. As a result, both
generations are forgotten by God. No wonder the wise man penned:
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will
not depart from it” (Pro. 22:6). Just before their entrance into the
promised land, God, through Moses, told Israel: “And these words,
which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt
teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up” (Deut. 6:6-7). Obvi-
ously, Israel failed to hearken to these instructions from God; therefore,
it is written: “And also all that generation were gathered unto their
fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which knew not
the Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel” (Jgs. 2:10).

At another point in Israelite history, the Jewish men had taken
wives of foreign nations (Neh. 13:23). God had forbidden this practice,
stating:

Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the
inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare
in the midst of thee ... Lest thou make a covenant with the
inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring after their gods,
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and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat
of his sacrifice; And thou take of their daughters unto thy sons,
and their daughters go a whoring after their gods, and make thy
sons go a whoring after their gods (Ex. 34:12, 15-16).

Israel ignored that admonition and, as a result, their children no longer
spake the language of God and His people. Nehemiah 13:23-24 states:
“In those days also saw I Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, of
Ammon, and of Moab: And their children spake half in the speech of
Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews' language, but according to the
language of each people.”

Ignorance of God’s will leads to a darkened heart. Christianity is
a taught religion (Jn. 6:44-45). The above passages should exhort and
encourage us to bring up our children in the nuture and admonition of
the Lord (Eph. 6:4), and to warn them against evil communications
(1 Cor. 15:33 and 2 Cor. 6:14-18). However, when man has determined
in his mind to have it his way, God will allow him to follow his own
steps unto his own destruction.

And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge,
God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things
which are not convenient (Rom. 1:28).

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death (Pro. 14:12).

In tracing the steps of man’s digression into spiritual depravity,
Coffman notes:

The step-by-step progression of the spiritual condition of them
that turn away from God is outlined in the three short paragraphs
in this part of Paul’s letter, each of them beginning with the
statement that God gave them up.

What happens to the worship of God under conditions prevailing
after God has given man up? (1) There is the conscious neglect
of God’s worship, coupled with ingratitude and failure to give
God thanks for all his mercies. As a consequence of this, the
mind itself is darkened (v.21). (2) Next, idolatry ensues with the
worship of things more and more abased, first, images of men,
then worship of birds, beasts, and finally creeping things—All
this accompanied by sensuality. (3) God gives them up to the
sensuality they have preferred, with the resultant immorality. (4)
God gives them up even further to the progressive erosion of the
very principle of morality, lending to perversion and depravity
of both sexes. (5) Finally, God gives them up to complete and
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irreversible reprobacy of mind, leading to conditions in men that
deserve the sentence of death to be executed upon them (vv. 28-
32).3

Stated succinctly: 1) Those who are not thankful for God and His
provisions for man, turn away from worship of God which in turn leads
to ignorance of God, 2) Next comes idolatrous worship. Whether it be
worship of self, others, earth (pantheism), etc., 3) Then comes
immorality and sexual gratification including adultery, 4) Sexual
perversion follows this: Homosexuality, beastiality, orgies, etc., 5)
Finally, all ethical behavior decays. Suddenly lying, cheating, and even
murder is acceptable (euthanasia, abortion, etc.). At this point man’s
heart is completely darkened and void of any understanding or
comprehension of God and/or His will.

Remember, all of these things begin with the dethronement of God
and the enthronement of man. It is a rejection of God’s wisdom (Rom.
1:26), and the exaltation of man’s wisdom (Rom. 1:22). This is defined
as Humanism. Explaining Humanism, Humanists enthusiastically
proclaim:

Humanism is a philosophical, religious, and moral point of view
... Each age seeks to define what its distinctive values are ... In
1933 a group of thirty-four liberal humanists in the United States
... drafted Humanist Manifesto 1 ... Forty years later Humanist
Manifesto II was drafted. This more extensive and comprehen-
sive document addresses itself not only to the problems of
religion and ethics, but to the pressing issues of civil liberties,
the survival of humankind, world economic growth, population,
and ecological control, war and peace, and the building of a
world community ... if no deity will save us, we must save
ourselves (emphasis added).4

Well did Jeremiah warn those of his own day: “O Lord, I know that the
way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his
steps” (Jer. 10:23). May we heed his warning lest our own foolish
hearts become darkened.

NO EXCUSE

Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them;
for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even his eternal power and God-
head; so that they are without excuse (Rom. 1:19-20).
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The cosmological and teleological arguments for the existence of
God have never been, nor can they be, refuted. Nature declares His
existence and His superiority over man. The writer of Hebrews points
out:

For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all
things is God (Heb. 3:4).

The sweet Psalmist said:

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
sheweth his handywork (Ps. 19:1).

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are
they, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth
good (Ps. 53:1).

When Scriptures such as those above are compiled and due thought is
given to them, it forces a logical conclusion that cannot be successfully
denied. The order and majesty of the universe and nature declare the
existence of a supernatural architect. Only a fool (someone devoid of
understanding) would attempt to deny the evidence. No man has any
justifiable excuse for rejecting and refusing to follow God.

As God has revealed His existence through nature, even so, He has
revealed His will unto mankind in various ways throughout history.
Coffman, in a section he entitled “God’s Revelation to the Gentile
Nations,” comments:

In the person of Adam and his descendants for over a thousand
years, all the world knew the Lord, received commandments as
to how he should have been worshiped, and through the patri-
archs were in direct communication with the Almighty. “La-
mech, Noah’s father, was born before Adam died.” This means
that no generation of history had any better knowledge of God
than those generations from Adam to the deluge ... From Noah
to Abraham, the pure knowledge was kept alive in the world, and
the true worship was carried forward by such faithful priests as
Melchizedek.

In the gathering darkness of that long night of idolatry which
was about to descend upon the Gentile world, God called
Abraham and initiated the device of a chosen people, who would
be the custodians of the promise of a Messiah, who would keep
alive the true teachings of God, and who were designed to
recognize at last, the Messiah, when he should appear, and
present him to the entire world ...
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Following the call of Abraham, the Jewish nation itself became
a continual witness to the entire Gentile world of the one true
God and His truth ... (1) Abraham testified of “the most high
God” to the king of Sodom (Gen. 14:22) ... All the posterity of
Abraham through Hagar and Keturah had knowledge of God,
these being none other than the whole Arabic nation. (3)
Through Lot, Abraham’s nephew, the whole nations of the
Moabites and the Ammonites knew God ... (7) Through Jacob,
all of Israel; and through Esau, all the Edomites had knowledge
of the true God. (8) Through Jacob’s son, Joseph, all of the
Egyptians, from the throne downward, knew the “God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ... A great leader of the Jews, Moses,
appeared; and through him, God visited the entire Egyptian
nation with a whole series of the most astounding miracles of
pre-Christian history ... God even gave through Moses a personal
message to Pharaoh, as follows:

And in very deed, for this cause have I raised thee up, for to show
in thee my power; and that my name might be declared throughout
all the earth (Ex. 9:16).

... That God’s method of causing his name to be declared
throughout all the earth was successful is proved by the events
centering around the name of Rahab, the harlot of Jericho, who,
some forty years after the Exodus, said:

I know that the Lord hath given you the land ... for we have heard
how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you
came out of Egypt ... For the Lord your God, he is God in heaven
above, and in earth beneath (Josh. 2:9-11).5

Surely the above quotes illustrate that the Gentile world, as well as that
of the Jew, had sufficient knowledge of God and His will for mankind.
So, again, they were without excuse!

Today, we have the final and complete revelation of God. No other
generation has been so blessed as we. Paul wrote:

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden
wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:
Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But
as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the
deep things of God (1 Cor. 2:7-10).
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There is indeed a difference between Old Testament revelation and
New Testament revelation. Those living under the Old Testatment were
only given partial knowledge. Today, in the New Testament Dispensa-
tion, we have complete knowledge. In essence, Paul makes the same
point but words it a little differently in Ephesians 3:3-5, saying:

How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as
I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may
understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in
other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is
now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit
(Eph. 3:3-5).

Since all has been revealed and made available in written form,
prophecy and the other miraculous gifts have ceased (1 Cor. 13:8-13).
The purpose of the miraculous was to confirm that the prophet and his
message were God sent (Mk. 16:17-20; Heb. 2:1-4). Thus, there was no
excuse for spiritual ignorance in ages past, and there is no excuse for
it now!

WORLDLY WISDOM AND FOOLISHNESS

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools
despise wisdom and instruction (Pro. 1:7).

Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the
weakness of God is stronger than men (1 Cor. 1:25).

For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God (1 Cor.
3:19).

Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools (Rom.
1:22).

Wisdom is to be found in God and His way. Man is not capable of
directing his own steps (Jer. 10:23). The “way of man” only lead to
death when he directs his own steps (Pro. 14:12). Worldly wisdom
puffeth up, but the counsel of God breeds love (1 Cor. 8:1). This
explains why so many who are wise, strong, or wealthy reject the
counsel of God. They trust in their wisdom, their strength, and/or their
riches instead of God.

For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called ...
That no flesh should glory in his presence (1 Cor. 1:26-29).
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Earlier, we noted a statement made by the Humanists. About their
updated “Manifesto,” saturated with their human pride and worldly
wisdom, they boast:

This more extensive and comprehensive document addresses
itself not only to the problems of religion and ethics, but to the
pressing issue of civil liberties, the survival of humankind ... if
no deity will save us, we must save ourselves (emphasis added).6

Mankind in its worldly wisdom thinks “mother earth” is the giver
and sustainer of life. Beyond that they are convinced that they must
assist “mother earth” in her tasks lest she fail. The truth is, there is no
“mother earth.” Only God is the Giver, Sustainer, and Savior of man.
Without Him man could neither be nor continue. In another vein, man
would be hopelessly lost.

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also
of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring (Acts
17:28).

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created
by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist (Col. 1:16-17).

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved (Acts 4:12).

Even though God has revealed Himself and His will to mankind,
man still thinks he knows best. Man even thinks he can overturn the
will of God. Exposing how little man knows, God presented Job with
a series of questions. To the skeptical intellects of today, we pose the
same queries:

Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?
... Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?
declare, if thou hast understanding (Job 38:2-4).

Then answered the Lord unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said,
Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and
declare thou unto me. Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? wilt
thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous? (Job 40:6-8).

God is more than capable of overthrowing the counsel of man. Paul
avers:
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For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is
written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. And again,
The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.
Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours
(1 Cor. 3:19-21).

For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will
bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the
wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world?
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? (1 Cor.
1:19-20).

God overturned the hate and envy of Joseph’s brothers, and their
plan to kill him, in order to save the Israelite nation from starvation
(Gen. 50:20). He foiled the plan of Haman to annihilate the Jews, and
even hung him on the gallows he had built for Mordecai (Est. 7:9-10).
He even called upon the enemies of Christianity to perform the deed
that would establish Christianity and cement the salvation of mankind
for all time.

Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the
heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? The kings of
the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against
the Lord, and against his Christ. For of a truth against thy holy
child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered
together, For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel
determined before to be done (Acts 4:25-28).

Today, just as in time past, God’s will cannot be changed or altered
in any way. Jesus said: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away” (Mt. 24:35). Again, He warned: “He that
rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him:
the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day”
(Jn. 12:48).

Worldly wisdom cannot and will not save anyone. Only a fool
would put his faith and confidence in such. May we all humble
ourselves before the wisdom of God and hearken to Gamaliel’s words:
“[I]f it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even
to fight against God” (Acts 5:38-39).

A SOCIETY IN RUIN

And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge,
God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things
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which are not convenient; Being filled with all unrighteousness,
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of
envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters,
haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil
things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenant-
breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who
knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such
things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have
pleasure in them that do them (Rom. 1:28-32).

In the above text, Paul describes the society which came about
because of the foolish and darkened hearts of men. It is much like our
society today. The Gentile world, like America, was given to sexual
pleasure and perversion. When man exalts himself as a god (or above
the true God), he thinks he is free to determine his own moral and
ethical behavior. When man directs his own steps in these areas, he
invariably goes a way which is in direct opposition to the way of God.
Strongly condemning man’s immoral sensuality, God’s Word declares:

Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge (Heb. 13:4).

But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not
be once named among you, as becometh saints (Eph. 5:3).

For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even
their women did change the natural use into that which is against
nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men
working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves
that recompence of their error which was meet (Rom. 1:26-27).

Our present society is rampant with barnyard lusts, broken
marriages, broken homes, sexual abuse and neglect in the home,
disrespect for all forms of authority, violence, and murder. This is the
type of society which is created when man is left to govern himself.
And, again, it stands in stark contrast to God and His way.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right (Eph.
6:1).

And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance
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of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damna-
tion (Rom. 13:1-2).

The violence and murder that permeate a society like this are of the
most despicable type: Family murdering family, spouses killing
spouses, parents preying upon their children (in the form of abortion),
and children preying upon their parents (in the form of euthana-
sia)—and all of it being done for convenience, economics, pleasure,
and/or in the name of “humanity.” One can only question: “What kind
of ‘humanity’ is it that kills (murders) the weakest and most vulnerable
in its society?” “By what stretch of the imagination can a society be
called ‘humane’ that devalues the lives of the unborn, the handicapped,
the aged, and anyone else it deems expendable ‘in the name of human-
ity’?” It matters not what man (humanity) says, God decrees: “Whoso
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image
of God made he man” (Gen. 9:6).

God revealed that even in the accidental killing of an unborn child,
the one responsible for the child’s death was to be punished. Through
Moses, God issued:

If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit
depart from her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely
punished, according as the woman's husband will lay upon him;
and he shall pay as the judges determine. And if any mischief
follow, then thou shalt give life for life, Eye for eye, tooth for
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, Burning for burning, wound
for wound, stripe for stripe (Ex. 21:22-25).

Of this crime, Coffman writes:

They are grossly in error who find this law harsh or unjust. Let
it be remembered that this glimpse of Divine Light fell into a
world darkened by ages of the grossest paganism, the societies
of which wallowed in the most primitive and debased emotional
darkness.7

To that, Clark adds:

As a posterity among the Jews was among the peculiar promises
of their covenant, and as every man had some reason to think
that the Messiah should spring from his family, therefore any
injury done to a woman with child, by which the fruit of her
womb might be destroyed, was considered a very heavy offence;
and as the crime was committed principally against her husband,
the degree of punishment was left to his discretion. But if
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mischief followed, that is, if the child had been fully formed, and
was killed by this means, or the woman lost her life in conse-
quence, then the punishment was as in other cases of mur-
der—the person was put to death (v. 23).8

How much more serious God must view the deliberate taking of a
baby’s life while it is yet in the womb!

By exalting himself and/or anything else created by God as the
object of worship instead of God, man sinks into the deep abyss of
darkness and ignorance which clouds the heart and soul to all true
discernment of right and wrong (Rom. 1:22-25). In such a state, man
refuses to use the earth for its intended purposes (Gen. 1:28), which
will ultimately bring him to ruin. The degree of societal decay is in
proportion to the degree of the depravity of mankind.

CONCLUSION

Ignorance, whether willful or otherwise, is the reason mankind
develops a foolish and/or darkened heart. Just as Israel allowed the
people of the world to educate their sons and daughters (Neh. 13:23-
24), we are doing the same today. As a result, we are reaping what we
have sown. We now find ourselves in a “Secular, Atheistic Humanist”
society. Sexual promiscuity and perversion are rampant. Biblical
morality and ethics are virtually nonexistent. Violence and murder are
as common as the rising of the sun. We wake each morning to a world
of men and women who have foolish and darkened hearts.

Do not forget, Christianity is a taught religion (Jn. 6:44-45). The
only way society can be changed is by education. It is past time for us
to remove our offspring from the Humanistic indoctrination which
permeates our educational institutions. We must, as parents and
grandparents, do everything we can to protect our precious little one.
Central to doing so means that we must bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). Remember that through Paul,
God admonished:

Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.
Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the
knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame (1 Cor. 15:33-34).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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2 David Lipscomb, A Commentary on the New Testament Epistles, ed. J.W.
Shepherd (Nashville, TN: Gospel Advocate Company, 1943), 1:12 (Introduc-
tion).
3 James B. Coffman, Romans (Abilene, TX: A.C.U. Press, 1984), 46.
4 Humanist Manifesto 1, preface, ed. Paul Kurtz (Buffalo, NY: Prometheus,
1973.
5 Coffman, 30-32.
6 Humanist Manifesto.
7 James B. Coffman, Exodus (Abilene, TX: A.C.U. Press, 1985), 310.
8 Adam Clarke, Clarke’s Commentary, Genesis to Deuteronomy (New York,
NY: Abingdon Press, n.d.), 1:412.
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